
Notes for the Homily, Sunday July 17, 2022, 16th in O.T. 
Readings: Gen 18: 1-10a; Col 1: 24-28; Lk 10: 38-42 

 

Stewardship of time, the gift of hospitality, and the need for prayer before action.  

 
1. Introduction:  Today’s readings are chock full of inspiration for living a stewardship way of life, starting 
with our first reading, from Genesis. Today, I want to highlight the gift of hospitality as well as the priority of 
listening to the Words of Jesus (God) and using them to guide our prayer. Then, in order to achieve a correct 
balance among these activities, we must be able to “defer gratification”, (self-control) putting less important 
things off until later. We must deal more with the fruit of the spirit, deferred gratification (self-control) later. 

2. Today’s first reading describes how Abraham and Sarah were clearly showing the virtue of hospitality to 
the three angels in the guise of strangers as they offered them a good meal and cool water.  Perhaps, if there had 
been no hospitality there would have been neither the promise of a son nor the warning concerning Sodom and 
Gomorrah. But there had to be time also to listen.  Read the whole passage in the Bible. In return for his 
generosity, one of the three men promises that Abraham’s elderly wife would miraculously give birth to a son, a 
promise which indeed comes true. But then, as the conversation continues, we are introduced to the fate of the 
evil towns of Sodom and Gomorrah as well as Abraham’s merciful intercession for them before God. 
Compared to the conflict which emerged between Mary and Martha, Abraham’s service demonstrates a good 
balance between the preparation of hospitality and the need to listen to the messengers of God. Notice how 
Abraham accomplishes his hospitality by delegating. 
 

3. We also learn here the responsibility to pass on that comes from knowledge: 
“The Lord reflected: ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?... Indeed, I have singled him out that he 
may direct his sons and his posterity to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord 
may carry into effect for Abraham the promises he made about him.’ ”  

This is why we are to teach and discipline our households so we might continue the blessing and the covenant 
(paideia) See Pete Hesgeth (Battle for the American Mind: Uprooting a century of miseducation).  Hegseth is 
reminding us to identify the most important values of our religion and teach them to our children. Last week. 
Here I am thinking of “hospitality” and “prayer before action”. 
 

4. In our Second Reading, from St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians, Paul uses the term “stewardship” to 
describe the particular mission that has been entrusted to Him by God. That is why, he explains, that all the 
sufferings he endures as part of his ministry are a joy for Him — because they come as a part of the privilege of 
serving the Lord. This is equally true for each one of us today. We are all called to be the Lord’s faithful 
stewards, spreading the Good News of the Gospel in our sphere of influence. And while serving the Lord 
involves some suffering, like Paul, we should count this as part of the privilege of being called His stewards. 
Key values: Sharing our faith. What would our children say to others to explain why they are Christians? Would 
they recognize suffering as necessary to keep the faith? 
 

5. Finally, in today’s Gospel reading, we receive a reminder about the proper use of the gift of time and our 
priorities, fundamental to living of a stewardship way of life. Our passage highlights one of the most famous 
dinner parties ever thrown, recalling the day that Martha and Mary hosted our Lord in their home. We are told 
that Martha, as a good steward, welcomes Christ in but then becomes “burdened with much serving” while her 
sister and fellow hostess choose simply to sit with Jesus, listening to Him speak. Note that both are important, 
but one has priority. Notice at the end of the second reading how important the words of preaching are, how 
important the discipline of pedagogy. 
 

“It is Christ in you, the hope for glory. It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.” 
 

For St. Paul, he knew that he could expect to go directly to heaven were he to die. But he knew that to carry on 
his mission he would have to defer gratification and continue to suffer as long as necessary to fulfill his mission.  
 

6. The Gospel passage describes how Martha, a true child of Abraham, was working hard to extend the 
traditional generous hospitality of her people to Jesus, the true Messiah, by preparing an elaborate meal for him, 
while her sister Mary spent her time in talking to him and listening to him. But when Martha became irritated at 



Mary for sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening, Jesus clarified priorities by saying, “Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it 
will not be taken from her.” Mary had chosen the better part of seeking the counsel of Jesus. But did Jesus ever 
tell Martha to stop preparing the meal? It is significant that Jesus never told Martha to stop preparing. By her 
action Martha was demonstrating her love for Jesus. But Jesus is showing that the most important is to take time 
to listen to Him. This is necessary so that all the rest of our serving is done correctly. Here there is a “both-and”. 
Presenting Martha as a dynamo of action and Mary as a true listener to the word of God, today’s Gospel invites 
us to serve others with a correct balance of Martha’s diligence and of Mary’s attention. But wise counsel comes 
before good judgment and worthy action. We are able to minister truly to the needs of others only after being 
formed by God’s Word into in our hearts and minds.  
 

7. In case of Abraham, his ability to both serve his divine visitors and listen to them shows benefits. First, 
is the promise that his wife, Sarah, will have a son. Second, the extended dialogue reveals to Abraham the 
judgment and destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sin which was predominately the practice of 
homosexuality. There is currently a lot of mis-informed debate about this. (See my summary sheet on biblical 
references to God’s judgment on homosexuality). Note this story is not presented in next Sunday’s readings. 

8. Key priority: In our lives, what steps are we taking to give time to listening to the Word of God? This is 
necessary to inform both our prayer and subsequent actions. 

1st Priority is the reading and listening to Sacred Scripture in the life of the parish. How is this different to reading and 
listening at home? In Church it is listened to in the context of the whole community and its needs, as well as its history by 
a trained clergy. 

2nd would be its reading at home. First response should be to take homily notes home and digest them on Sunday itself. 
This is a Sabbath priority. Profundity of Sunday reading cannot be adequately achieved during time in Church. Some 
outside reflection is necessary, especially for the younger generation. 

3rd level would be reading at home each day the readings assigned for the daily Masses of the week. Furthermore, one 
could be praying the Breviary.  

4th A special, timely resource for our time could be reading a chapter of the Book of Sirach. It was written to train 
Christians how to live in a hostile, pagan culture (Hellenism). Is reading the only way to give time to God? 

9. But all of this should be a guide for our priorities: Traditionally, today’s gospel story has been interpreted 
to mean that the quiet life of contemplation and prayer led by monks and nuns and personified in Mary, is 
superior to a busy life of activity and action, personified in Martha. Jesus did not intend to belittle Martha and 
her activity, but rather to show that hearing the word of God is the foundation of all action, and that the Word of 
God must permeate all other concerns. The highest priority must be given to listening to the Word. Prayer and 
actions must be continuous, complementary, and mutually dependent.  

10. It is at this point that Matthew Kelly is helpful. In Rediscover Catholicism, read in the chapter on 
Prayer, “Thought Determines Action”. Thought determines action, and so the actions of our life are 
determined by your most dominant thoughts. Prayer without action is sterile, and action without prayer is empty 
and can easily be misdirected. We are expected to be "contemplative in action" because only those who listen 
carefully to the Word of God and pray about it, know how to behave in the way that God wants, when they 
show deep concern for the well-being of other people.  That is why Jesus reminds Martha that proper 
service for him is attention to his instruction, not just an elaborate provision for his physical needs. Mary 
shows her love for the Lord by listening to him. Jesus in fact, needed both Mary and Martha to keep him 
company and to listen to him because he was preparing to face the cross. Ex of friend working on garage. 
Dreaming of it and visualizing what needed to be done in advance. 

11. Conclusion: may we use our time well, balancing action with prayer, always on the Word of God. 

12. Questions: 

1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 

2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself that He wants? 

3. What are the key insights to Christian living that I need to get clear on in this Sunday message that are so important that 
I need to teach and discipline my children into becoming? 


